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If you use a MAC you're in luck, as by default your operating system includes a program that allows you to generate files in PDF format. But on Windows things are a bit more complicated, as you need to have a program installed that lets you convert printable documents into portable ones (PDF). Such programs are called PDF Creators/Converters/Writers, and the good part is that there are quite a few available for free.

Softland's newest version, doPDF v11, comes with a series of interesting new features:

	
A PDF add-in for Microsoft Outlook

	
Quick Access Tray application

	
Option to detect and convert telephone links



Click bellow to watch a video presentation of doPDF:




	





doPDF stands out from the crowd because it has the tiniest resource usage level. You simply download a 4Mb file and within less than a minute you're ready to create a PDF file. After using it for a while, these are the advantages I see doPDF has over other PDF creators:

Features

	
It's really free, even for commercial purposes. In comparison, PrimoPDF (another alternative) uses the OpenCandy installation system, which basically "suggests" other programs to you while installing PrimoPDF. CutePDF installs the "Ask.com toolbar". With doPDF you don't have any problems since it doesn't install (or suggest installing) anything additional than what's necessary.

	
No GhostScript. Most of the other free PDF creators are using GhostScript, which basically is the core that does the PDF conversion. While this might seem that's not a problem, it means that you have to download another thing and install it in order to be able to create PDF files. doPDF uses its own PDF libraries so not needing GhostScript installed.

	
Resource friendly. You'll barely see the dopdf.exe process increase CPU usage in task manager during conversion, as it uses insignificant resources to generate PDF files.





In terms of actually using it, once doPDF is installed you have two choices for creating PDF files. You can open the document you want converted and go to File-Print and select doPDF as a printer, or you can go in your Programs and open doPDF.exe which will start a sort of conversion wizard. So creating a PDF is very easy.

If you need to, you can also change various options in doPDF. For instance, you can change the format of the resulting PDF file (portrait/landscape, custom page size), you can create smaller PDF files (but lower image quality) or you can create high quality PDF files (but larger in size), you can choose to open the PDF once created in the default PDF reader and lastly you can embed fonts in the resulting PDF file (which ensure the PDF will look the same on other computers, but the size of the PDF will increase).

Basically the decision you have to take when creating a PDF file is if you want to leave the default settings as they are, meaning PDF files will be smaller but images might have a quality loss, or if you want to create a PDF with an increased image quality. Either choice, doPDF gives you the option right on the window that lets you save the PDF file, so you don't have to hunt down for these features elsewhere.

doPDF is one of those programs that will always come in your mind when you'll think of PDF files. Not because the name is that catchy, but because after you use it once you'll be happy to have found it.
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				novaPDF Lite    TRIAL    
				

				Using novaPDF Lite you can easily create high quality searchable PDF files in an affordable and reliable way from any Windows application. It installs as a printer driver and helps you generate the PDF files by simply...
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				novaPDF Std    TRIAL    
				

				Using novaPDF Std you can easily create high quality searchable PDF files in an affordable and reliable way from any Windows application. It installs as a printer driver and helps you generate the PDF files by simply...
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				PrimoPDF    FREE     Reviewed 
				

				Create PDF files with one of the world's most popular free PDF creator. With just one click, turn virtually any kind of file into a 100% industry-standard PDF. If you're looking for an alternative, you can try doPDF -...
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